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Synopsis

In this original study, Elizabeth R. Alexandrin examines the complex relationships that can be
inscribed between medieval IsmA,AvA A«IA A« thought as an intellectual tradition with a devotional
practice of reliance on the imA,A+m, and as a politico-esoteric system that redefined governance
during the FA,A*AjA A imid caliphate in the eleventh century. Alexandrin’s work is a departure from
recent Western scholarship that focuses on similarities among early Islamic traditions. She argues
al-Mu’ayyad fA,A« al-DA,A«n al-ShA A«rA A<zA A« (d. 1078 CE), the concept of walA,Asyah (divine
guidance) became closely associated with religio-political authority, on the one hand, and the
perfection of the individual human being, on the other. By signaling and affirming how the

the "seal of God'’s friends" (khA,A«tim al-awliyA, A+ AllA,Ash), al- Mu’ayyad broadened the contexts

of making esoteric knowledge public and shifted the apocalyptic frameworks of Islamic messianism.
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Elizabeth R. Alexandrin is Associate Professor of Islamic Studies and Senior Fellow at St. John’s
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